
Elementary & Secondary School Education Act Brief 

Background. Federal ESSER funds, Elementary & Secondary School Emergency Relief, represents the 
largest influx of federal funds to schools ever.  

 

 



Elementary & Secondary School Education Act Brief 

 

Student and staff focused ESSER fund ideas: 

• Incentivize educators working with students disproportionately impacted by the pandemic 
• HVAC updates, filters and the assurance other health safety measures such as handwashing 

stations, masks, sanitizer, ample bathroom supplies 
• Address recruitment or retention challenges resulting from the pandemic 
• Provide additional compensation to teachers and ESPs that have assumed new duties because 

of COVID-19 
• Lower class sizes 
• Employer provided resources for teachers (phones, internet reimbursement, subscriptions to 

education technology resources, etc.) 
• Summer school enrichment and after school tutoring 
• Additions and improvements in outdoor learning spaces 
• Increase mental health services and nursing staff 

 

Submit questions using WEAC’s secure online form: www.weac.org/coronavirus 
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